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Denmark, began, Partridge was all attention, nor did
he break silence till the entrance of the Ghost; upon
which he asked Jones, ' What man that was in the
strange dress ; something,' said he, ' like what I have
seen in a picture. Sure it is not armour, is it ? ' Jones
answered, c That is the Ghost.' To which Partridge
replied with a smile, ' Persuade me to that, sir, if you
can. Though I can't say I ever actually saw a ghost
in my life, yet I am certain I should know one, if I
saw him, better than that comes to. No, no, sir, ghosts
don't appear in such dresses as that, neither.9 In this
mistake, which caused much laughter in the neigh-
bourhood of Partridge, he was suffered to continue,
till the scene between the Ghost and Hamlet, when
Partridge gave that credit to Mr. Garrick1 which he
had denied to Jones, and fell into so violent a tremb-
ling, that his knees knocked against each other. Jones
asked him what was the matter, and whether he was
afraid of the warrior upon the stage ? c O la ! sir,9 said
he, 61 perceive now it is what you told me. I am not
afraid of any thing, for I know it is but a play. And if
it was really a ghost, it could do one no harm at such
a distance, and in so much company ; and yet if I was
frightened, I am not the only person.9

" * Why, who,9 cried Jones, ' dost thou take to be
such a coward here besides thyself ? '

66 6 Nay, you may call me coward if you will; but
if that little man there upon the stage is not fright-
ened, I never saw any man frightened in my life. . ..'

"When the scene was over, Jones said, 'Why,
Partridge, you exceed my expectations. You enjoy
the play more than I conceived possible.9

1 See p. 316.